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FR Board approves budget
with 2.63 mill increase

Providing for those in need, volunteers Jeana Luther, left, and Melanie Marino
sort racks filled with over 1,000 pieces of"gently loved" clothing, available twice a
month at no cost to those in the community.

Refuge Boutique offers
clothing for those in need
by Brenda Haas
At the new Refuge Boutique,
a no-cost clothing ministry affiliated with Refuge Church
located in Manor, volunteers
will be putting clothes on the
backs of their neighbors this

Saturday, June 24, 9:30 to
11:30 a.m. The organization is
located on the second floor of
the former Manor School and
across the street from Refuge
Church at 21 Broadway Ave.
"Our goal is to provide those

ceived a copy of the plan for an
internal review before it is
made public. Changes to the
zoning map include changing
PRD district to single family
homes and adding industrial
use to the C2 district.
Resident Terry Longhorn
who has property on Route 66
asked how changes will affect
her. Cristobal commented her
property will continue to be

in need with gently loved and
in-season clothing," says coordinator Jeana Luther, who,
with Refuge Church volunteers
Melanie Marino and Jackie
Hughes, started the boutique
in May. It is open to any local
"neighbors" in Manor or the
surrounding areas who may
have a need. Over 1,000 inseason items are on display in
the boutique, including shoes,
swimsuits, pants, shorts,jeans,
shirts, dresses, skirts and pajamas, with just as many fal]J
winter items waiting in storage for when the weather grows
colder.
"We have racks and racks of
women's summer clothing as
well as a great selection of
children's and menswear," says
Marino. "If you find yourself in
a tight spot or know someone
who would benefit from receiv-

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 12

Changes in Delmont's zoning
ordinance presented to council
by Frank Catanzabo
At the June meeting of
Delmont Council, Jennifer
Cristobal, a consultant with
Michael Baker engineers, unveiled the proposed update of
the borough's zoning ordinances. She made it clear that
whatever changes are recommended, the primary goal is to
"uphold the community's character."
Council members each re-

Simulator helps sharpen defensive driving skills
Mike Oplinger was one of the
emergency vehicle operators in
Penn Township who refreshed
their defensive driving skills
by experiencing unexpected
road hazards created by a computer program. For two weeks
emergency operators with
Penn Township Ambulance
and Police Department drove
Continued on p-age 2

Mike Oplinger was one of
the emergency vehicle
operators in Penn Twp. who
refreshed their defensive
driving skills using a
computer program.

by Brenda Haas
At the Franklin Regional
School Board meeting on Monday, School Directors voted, 80, to adopt the 2017-2018 final
General Fund Budget, whiCh
includes a 2.63 mill increase in
property taxes. Budget expenditures are set at $56,573,720
and revenues at $55,642,437.
The estimated value of a mill
for the district is $350,000 for
the 2017-2018 school year.
Property taxes for homeowners
in Delmont, Export and Murrysville will be assessed at a
rate of93.62 mills (up from the
current 90.99 mills). An increase of 2.89%.
The additional funding of
$830,000 will come from the
Pennsylvania State Employees
Retirement System committed
fund balance and $101,283
would come from the unassigned fund balance.

According to board documents previously provided by
Jon Perry, director of financial
services, Franklin Regional has
not gone above a 2.00 millage
increase since 2005-2006, when
it increased taxes by 4.81 mills.
In2016-2017, the district asked
.075. The average yearly millage increase over the past 10
years has been 1.22 or a 1.41%
increase.
In a multi-year budget and
fund balance projection, Franklin Regional School District
could see a 3.23 millage increase
in 2018-2019 and a 3.68 millage
increase in 2019-2020.
"As compared to the proposed
final general fund budget presented at the May 15, 2017,
regular meeting, expenditures
increased $92,418 and revenues increased $1, 759," said
Perry. "The increase in expenContinued on page 2

Noah Dubyak lines up a shot
during a basketball game at
Level Green Playground
MondaY. See picture on page 2.

Stage Right asks GS
for relief on tax bill
by Brenda Haas
At the June discussion meeting, Anthony Marino, artistic
director of Stage Right! School
for the Performing Arts, a nonprofit organization in downtown Greensburg since 1998,
requested the Greensburg Salem School District consider
lowering the amount the group
owes the district, a sum of almost $42,000 in back taxes for
the three years Stage Right
has been at its current location, 105 West 4th Street.
According to Marino, when
the group purchased the building in 2013, they "didn't fully
understand the importance of

being approved as tax-exempt
regarding the building itself,"
since Stage Right has been a
501c3 since its inception.
As first time buyers purchasing the building from another
non-profit
organization,
Marino indicated Stage Right
neglected to note non-profit
status at the time, resulting in
being taxed on the building at
a much higher rate. That error
has since been corrected, and
the building will be set as nonprofit going forward, but the
amount owed, at the higher
rate, would be a financial burden oil the group and could
Continued on page 2
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Refuge Boutique offers clothing for those in need
Continued from page 1

ing a few free; gently worn
items, stop by. We look
forward to meeting you!"
The
or gan ization

serves open hours to the
public, 9:30to 11:30a.m. ,
the second Tuesday (coincidingwith Manor Food
Pantry distribution) and

Tree identification book
available from Arbor Day
Foundation
The Arbor Day- Foun- step-by-step approach for
dation has a book that identifying the species of
helps people identify each tree, explaining
trees in a simple, step- what to look for in the
by-step process. The book, shape of the leaves, difWhat Tree Is That?, is ferences in the leaf stems
available for a $5 dona- and twig structures, and
tion to the nonprofit tree- specific characteristics of
planting organization.
fruits , flowers, buds, and
What Tree Is That? is a bark.
fun, easy-to-use tree iden"Our What Tree Is
tification guide that fea- That? Pocket guide is an
tures hand-drawn botani- ideal resource for devel. cal illustrations high- oping a greater apprecialighting the distinctive tion for trees," said Matt
characteristics of many Harris, chief executive of
tree species.
the Arbor Day FoundaNature lovers and pro- tion. "The Arbor Day
fessional arborists alike Foundation strives to
have called this pocket help people enjoy and
field guide a must-have, appreciate trees, and we
user-friendly resource. feel our pocket field guide
Its beautiful, full-color il- will do just that."
lustrations are in precise
What Tree is That? is
detail and depict natural also available as an online
colors, shapes, and tex- interactive version at
tures so users can make a arborday.org.
·
positive species identifiTo obtain a tree identication in just a few easy fication guide in full color,
steps.
send name, address, and
The Arbor Day Foun- $5 for each guide to What
dation offers this book to Tree Is That?, Arbor Day
help people identify trees Foundation, 100 Arbor
throughout the Eastern Ave. , Nebraska City, NE
and Central regions of the 68410. The book is also
United States. What Tree available online at
Is That? uses a unique arborday.org.

Mu rrysvi lie
offices closed
for July 4
The Municipality of
Murrysville's Government Offices will be
closed Tuesday, July 4,
in observance of the Independence Day Holiday.
The offices will re-open
on Wednesday, July 5, at
8a.m.
There will be a one-day
delay in trash and recycling service due to the
July 4th holiday. This
will only affect residents
whose trash/recycling is
collected on Tuesday
through Friday. For
questions, contact Republic Services at 877788-9400.

fourth Saturday of each
month. Upcoming public
dates include June 24,
July 11, July 22, Aug. 8,
Aug. 26, Sept. 12 and
Sept. 23. Private appointments are also available
to work around people's
schedules. Those interested should contact
Luther, 724-244-5864, email
Marino
at
mmarinc@hurchrefuge.com,

call the church at 800559-6580 or message the
group on Facebook - Refuge Boutique - to arrange
a time to shop.
According to Marino,
those interested may stop
by to shop for free clothes,
shoes and accessories
once a month. The number of items per family is
determined by household
size and clothing availability for the specific
people one is shopping for
(men, women, children,
infants).
"In times of need,
people often don't know
where to turn," concludes
Marino. "Wewanttoprovide a welcoming environment and positive experience."
Volunteers go through
every piece donated to
ensure that the clothing
is in good condition. At
this time, Refuge Boutique is very well stocked
and only accepting dona'tions ofboys' summer/fall
clothing. Items should be
"gently loved" - clean,
stain and odor free, wearable and in-season.
Those wishing to donate may do so at two

Volunteer Jackie Hughes, with the help of her one-year-old son
Lincoln, arranges the shoe shelf in the Refuge Boutique.
drop offlocations: Refuge
Church, 21 Broadway
Avenue, Manor, 15665 or
Grace Wellness Center,
8320 Pennsylvania Ave.,
N . Huntingdon. Monetary donations, check
made out to "Refuge
Church" and sent to the
Refuge Church address
above, are also welcome
and will be used to purchase new underwear,
socks, etc.
For more information
or to learn about other
upcoming church events
and opportunities, visit
www.churchrefuge.com.

Those in need in Manor and surrounding
areas are invited to shop for clothing at the
no-cost Refuge Boutique, located across from
Refuge Church in the Manor School, this
Saturday, June 24, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

SEE US TODAY

for summer savings on
MICHELIN~ tires.

after submission with plJ'chase of any four new
MICHELIN" passenger or I~ truck tires.

OFFER VALID 6/21/17- 7/16/17.
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THE MICHELIN. DEFENDER'
FAMILY OF TIRES

Cleaning out
the basement?
Advertise your
garage sale in
the classifieds

MANORDALE TIRES & SERVICE Mon-Fri 724-468-5953
8:00-6:00 Sat 8:00-2:
2356 State Route 66, DELMONT PA www.ManordaleTires.com

